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To the Kings moſt excellent Majeſtie. 


The humble Petition of the Lords and Com: 
mons aſſembled in Parliament, 


M Lay it pleaſe your Maj eftie, 


Te Our Majeſties moſt loyall and faithfull 
Fo 43 Subjeas , the Lords and Commons in 
DS <1 an have duely conſidered the 
AY Meſſage received fromYour Majeſtie con- 
= SSD cCerniog Y our purpoſe of. going into Tre 
lax4in Your own Perſon to proſecute the Warre there 
withthebodies of Your Engliſb Subjedts, leavied,tranſ(- 
ported, and maintained at their charge - Which You 
are pleaſed to propound to Js , not as a matter where- 
in Your Majeſtiedefires the advice of Your Parliam-nt, 
bur as already firmly reſolved on, and forthwith to bee 
put inexecution , by granting our Commiſſions for the 
leavying of two chouſand foot, 8 two hundred horſe for 
a Guard for Your Perſon when You ſhal come into that 
kingdom:wherein we cannot chuſe but with all reverence 
and Phamilicy to Your Majeſtie , obſerve that You have 
declined Yourgreat Councell, the Parliament,8& varied 
from theuſual courſe of your Royal Predeceſſours,that 
a bulineſle of ſo great importance concerning the peace 
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and ſafety of all your ſubjcas., and wherein they have a 
ſpecial interelt by Your Majeſties promiſe and by thoſe 
great ſums which they have disburſed , and for which: 
they ſtand ingaged, ſhall bee concluded and undertaken 
without theiradvice: Whereupon we hold it ourduty to 
declare, Thatifacthistime Your Myelty ſhall go into 
Ireland, You wil very much endanger theſafery of Your 
Royall Perſon and Kingdomes;, and of all other States 
profeſling the Proteſtant Religion in Chriſtendome,and 
make way to the execution of that cruel and bloudy De- 
{1gne of the Papiſtsevery where to root out and deſtroy 
the reformed Religion,as the 1r1ſh Papiſts have ina great 
part already effected in that Kingdom,& inal likelihood 
would quickly be attempted in other places,iftheconſi- 
deration of the ſtrength and union of the two Nations of 
Englandand Scotland,did not much hinder & diſcourage 
the execurionof any ſuch Deſigne. Andrthart we may ma- 
nifeſt to-Y our Majeſtie , thedanger and miſery which 
ſuch a journey and enterprize would produce, wepreſent 
to Your Majeſtie the Reaſons of this our humble opinion 
and advices 


| M Our Royall-Perſon will be ſubje&>, not onely to the 
* caſualty of V Var,but to ſecret practices and Conſpi- 
racies, cſpccially Your Maje'tie continuing'your Profeſſion to 
maintain the Proteſtant:Religion in that Kingdom, which the 
Papiſts are-generally bound by their yow to extirpate, 


2. It will exceedingly encourage the Rebells who doe 
generally profeſſe and declare,that your Majcſtie doth favour 
and allow their proceedings,and that this in\urrection was un- 
dertaken by the V Varrant of Your Commiſlion , and it will 
make good their expeation of great advantage by your Ma- 
zcſties preſence at this time of fo much diſtra&ion in this 
Kingdom, wherby they may hope we ſhal be diſabled to ſupply 
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the war there, eſpecially there appearing lefſe neceſſity of 
Your Majeſti-s Journey at this time,by reaſon of the manifold 
luccefies which God hath givenagaialt them, 


3. It will much hinder. and impair the means, whereby. this 
VVar is to be ſupported,and increaſe the charge of it, and in 
both theſe reſp:Ats,make 1t more inſupportable to Y our Sub- 


 jeR:and this we can confidently affirm , becauſe many of the 


adventurers, who have alreadyſubſcribed,do upon the knows= 
ledge of Your Majeſties intention,declare their refolution,not 
to pay in their money 3 and others very willing to have ſub= 
fcr1bed,do now protefle the contrary, 


4. Your Majcſties abfence muſt neceſſarily very much 1n- 
terrupt the proceedings of Parliament,and deprive Y our Sub- 
jects of the benefit of thoſe further As of Grace ani Juſtice , 
which we ſhall humbly expe<& from Your Majcſtie, for the 
eſtabliſhing of a perfe& union,and mutual confidence betwixc 
Your Majeity and Your People,and procuring and confirming 
the proſperity and happineſle of both. 


'' 5, Itwillexceedingly increaſe the Jealoufies and Fears of 
Your People,and render their doubts more probable, of ſome 
force intended by ſowe evil councels neer Your Majeſtie, in 


oppoſition of the Parliament,and fayour of th: malignant par= 


ty of this Kingdome, 


6, Tt willbereave Your rarliament of that advantage., 
whereby they were induced to undertake this war,upon yuur 
Majcſties promitle that it ſhould be managed by their advice; 
whick cannot be done , if Your Majcſtie ( contrary to their 
councetls)ihaul undertake to order and govern it in Y our own 
1 er{Ol. 


Upon which and divers other reaſons wee have re- 
ſolved , byrhefull and concurring agreement of borh ' 


Houles, that we cannot with diſcharge of our duty con- 
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ſent to any Leayyes,or raiſing of Souldiers to bee made 
by your Myjeſtie, for this your 1ntended expedition into 
- Trelana, or to the payment of any Army or Souldiers 
there, but ſuch as ſhall be imployedand governed ac- 
-ording to qur advice and dire&ion -: and thar if ſuck 
Leavyes ſhall be madeby any Commiſſion of your Ma- 
eſtie (not agreed to by both Houſes of Parliament) we 
{hall bee forced tointerpret the ſame to bee raiſed to the 
terrour of y our pen and diſturbance ofthe publicke 
peace, and hold our ſelves bound , by the Lawes of the 
Kingdome,toapply the Authority of Parliament to ſup. 
preſſe theſame, 

And weedoe further moſt humbly declare, That if 
your Majeſtieſhall by ill counſell be perſwaded to goe, 
contrary tothis adviceof your Parliament(which wee 
hope your Majeſty will not) wedo not inthat caſe hold 
our ſelves bound toſubmittoany Commiſhoners which 
your Majeſtic ſhall chooſe, but do reſolye to preſerve 8& 
govern the Kingdomeby the counſell and advice of Par- 
liament for your Majeſty and your Poſteririe,according 
to our Allegiance,and the law of the Land. 

Wherefore wedo moſt humbly pray and adviſe your 
Majeſtic, rodeſiſt from this your intended paſſage into 
Ireland , and trom all preparation of men and Armcs 
tending thereunto , and to leave the managing of that 
War to your Parliament, according to your Majeſtics 
proiniſe madeuntous , and your Royall Commiſſion 
granted under yout great Seale of England,by advice of 
both Houſes, in proſecution whereof{by Gods bleſſing) 
wee havealready made a proſperous entrance by many 
defeats of the Rebels, whereby they are much weakned 
and diſhartned, and haye no probable meanes of ſub- 
{iit2nce, if our proceedings lhall not be interrupted oy 
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this interpoſitionof Your Majeſties Journey , but that . 
we may hope upon good grounds, that wirhin a ſhort 
time, without Hazard of Your Majeſties perſon, and ſo 
much dangerousconfuſton to Your Kingdomes, which 
muſt needsenſue, if you ſhould proceed inthis reſoluti- 
on, wee ſhall be enabled fully to vindicate Your Maje- 
ſties right and authority in thatKinedome, and puniſh 
thoſe horrible outragious cruelties , which have been 
committed in the murthering and ſpoyling ſo many of 
yourSubjets;andbringthat Realm to ſuch a conditioa 
as may be much for the adyantage of Your Majeſtic,and 
this Crown,the honour of Your government, and con- 
tentment of Your people: For the better,and more ſpee- 
dy effecting whereof,we do againrenew our humble de- 
fires of your return to yqur Parliament 3 and that you 
will pleaſe tq rejeQ all Counſels and apprehenfions, 
which may any way derogate from' that faithfulneſſe 
and Allegiance,which iatruth and finceritiewe have al- 
wayes born and profeſſed te Your Majeſtic , and ' ſhall 
ever make good to the uttermoſt withour lyvesand for: 
tunes. 
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His Majeſties Anſvver 


To a Petition preſented to him at 
YORK, April 18. 1642. by the Earle of 
STAMFORD,&c. in thename of * 

both Houſes : - 


Concerning his Meſſage lately ſent to them , declarins 
HiReſolution togaintg Ireland, by 


Eare ſotroubled and aſtoni.- 
ſhed to finde the unexpeted 
receprionand miſunderſtand. 


ing of Our Meſlage of the 8. 
of April,concerning our 7r3/h 


Journey, that being ſo much 
diſappointed ofthe approba- 
tion and thanks Wee looked 
for to that Declaration; We 
have great caule to doubt , 
whether it be inOur power to (ay or do any thing which 
{hall not fall within thelike interpretation. Bur as Wee 
have in that Meſſage called God to witneſle the finceri- 
ty of the profeſſion of Our onely Ends for the underta- 


king thac Journey; So Wee muſt appeal to all Our good 
SubjeAs, 
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Subjeds, andthe whole world , whether the Reaſons 
alleadged againſt that Journey bee of weight to ſarisfic 
Ourunderitanding,or the counſel preſented todillwade 
Us fromit,be full of that duety as 15 like to prevail over 
Our aftc&ions. 

For Our reſolving of ſo great a Buſineſſe without the 
Advice of Our Parhament , Wee muſt remember you 
how often by Our Meſlages Wee made the fame offer, 
if you ſhould adviſeus hereunto: To which you never 
gave Usthe leaſt anſwer , burinyourlate Declaration 
rold UJs , That yee were nor to bee ſatisfied with 
words: ſo that Wee hal reaſon to conceive, yourather 
avoided /out of regard to Our Perſon ) to give Us 
counſell ro run that hazard , thenthat youdiſapproved 
the inclination. And whatgreater comfort, or {ecuri- 
M = the FI of Dag my —_ , then 

ing a. Proteſtant King venture an His 
Perſon for thedefence ofthart Profeſſion , he - (up- 
preflion of Popery , to which Wee ſolemnely prote- 
ſtedinchar Meſlage, never to grant a Toleration upon 
what pretence ſocver , oran Abolition of any of the 
Lawes there in force againſt the Profeſſours of it. 
And when Wee conſider thegreat calamities , aud un- 
heard. of cruelties Our poore proteſtant Subjes in 
that Kingdome have undergone forthe ſpace of neere, 
or full fixe Moneths , the growth and increaſe of the 
ſtrengrh of thoſe barbarous Rebells , and the evident 
probabilitie of Forreigne Supplies, ( if they are nor 
Pecp ſuppreſſed ) The very ſlow Succours hitherto 
entthem from hence, That the Officers of ſeverall 
Regiments , who have long time beene allowed enter. 
tainmentfrom you forthat Service, have not raiſed any 
vupply or Succourfor that Kingdome : That many 
| B Troupcs 
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Troupe of houſe have long ler ner Chefler intranf. 
ported * - Fhat the pry Xe ty dee of Ireland = 
whom V Vee -relyed principally for the conduQ apd 
managing of Aﬀairesthere, is ftill in this Kingdome, 
notwithſtanding our carneſtneſle expreffed that hee 
ſhould repaire £o- his Contmand + And when V'Vee 
conſiderthe many-2nd great feandalls raifed upon Ous 
Selfe by: report of ' the Reþells , and nor fufficiencly 
difcouncenanced heere, notwithſtanding ſo mavy pro- 
feſlions. of Ours: And had feene a Books latcly prin- 
wed by the Houſe of Commons , entitulted ,, IL Remon- 


france of divers remarktable Puſſages concerning the 


Elnrch and Kinedome of treland, V Vherein ſome Ex- 
aninations are fer down, which (how:mprobable or 
impoſſible ſoever )} may make an impreſſion in the 


mindey of many of Our-weake SubjeRs : And laftly , 


when Weeduely weigh the diſhonour which will perpe+ 
tually. lic upon this Kingdom, iffull and fpeedy rehefe 
bee not diſpatched-thither, Wee could, nor cannot 
thinke ofa berter way ta diſcharge Our ducty ro Alt- 
mightie G O-D:, forthe defence of the true proteſtang 
profeſſion, os to manifeſt- Our afetion to Our three 
Kingdomes for: theis preſervation , then by en 
Qur perſen inthis. Expedition; as many of Our 
progetitors have- done, even in Forreigne parts, 'ypon 
cauſes of leſſe Importance and picty,with great Honour 


tothemfetves, umarent wor. ak ome -, And 
oo na wee expectedat leaſt,thanks for fuch Ourins 
nation, - gh 


Fovthe danger to Our perſon , wee conceive it necef. | 
ſary and worthy of a King to adventure His life to pre- 


— — 
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ſerve His Kingdome, neitl prhorinigned , that, 
weewill fit ſill;andfaſGe Our Kingdoms tobeloſtand 


Our 
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Our good proteſtant Sabje&s ro be Maſſacred, withouc 
expoling Our own perſon to the utmoſt hazard for their 
relief and preſervation: Our life, whenit was moſt plea. 
ſant being nothing ſo precious to Us,as it is, and ſhal be 
fo govern and preſerveOur people with Honour and Ju. 
ice. | 

For any encouragementtotheRebells, becauſe of the 
reportSthey raiſed, we cannot conceivethat the Rebels 
arecapableof agreater Terrour,then by the preſence of 
their Lawfull King inthe head of an Army to chaſtiſe 
them: Beſides, it will bee an unſpeakableadvantage to 
them,if any reports of theirs could hinder Us trom do- 
ing any thing which were fit for Us rodo,if ſuch reports 
were nor raiſed: This would quickly teachthem, inthis 
jealous Age, to prevent by ſuch reports any other per- 
ſons coming againſt them , whom they had no minde 
ſhould beſoimployed. 

Wee marvellchatthe Adventurers, whoſe advantage 
wasSa principall Motive ( next the reaſon before mentio« 
ned)to Us,ſhould ſo much miſtake Our purpoſe, whoſe 
Intereſt weconceive muſt be much improved by the Ex. 
pedition wee hope ( by Gods bleſſing) to uſein this Ser. 
vice : this being the moſt probable way for the (peedy 
Conqueſtofthe Rebells : Their Lands are ſufficiently 
ſecured by a@ of Parliament. 

Wethink not Ourlſelf kindly uſed, That the addition 
of ſo few mento your Leavies ( for a Guard to our per- 
ſonin Ireland ) ſhould bethought fit for your refuſall : 
and much more, that having uſed ſo many Cautions 
1a that Meſſage, both in the ſmallneſle of the num- 
ber - In our having raiſed none untill your anſwer- 
In their being to bee raiſed onely neare their place 
of Shipping : In their being there to be armed, and 
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that, not till they were ready to a ſhipped: In the provi. 
ſton,by the Oaths, that none of chem ſhould be vapiſts 
( all which appears ſufficient ro deſtroy all grounds 0 
jealouſte of any forceinreaded by them in oppolition to 
che Parliament,or favour toany malignant partie ) any 
ſuſpicion ſhould norwichſtanding bee grounded upon 
it. 

Neither canitbe underſtood; That when Werecom- 
mended the Managing of that Warto you , That Wee 
intended roexclude Our ſelfe, or not to bee concerned in 
your Councels, thatif Wefound any expedient (which 
in Ourconſcienceor underſtanding We thought neceſe. 
fary for thatgreat work ) We mightnot puritin pra- 
@ice, We look upon you as Our great Councell, whoſe 
advice We alwayes have and will(with great regard and 
deliberation)weigh and conſider: But we look upon Qar 
ſelf,as neirher deprived of Our underſtanding , or deye- 
ſted ofany right We had, ifthere were no Parliament 
firting- We cal d you together by Our own Writ and 
Authority(without whichyou could not have met ) to 
give Us faithfull Councell about Our great Afﬀairs:But 
We reſigned notup Our own Intereſt and Freedom. W 
never ſubje&ed Our ſelfe to your abſolutedeterminati. 
on, We havealwayes weighed Your Councels , as pro 
ceceding from a Body entruſted by Us : And when We: 
have diſlented from you, we have returned youthe Rea. 
fons,which have prevailed with Our conſcience and un: 
derſtanding with that Candor,as a Prince ſhould uſeto. 
wards His Subje&s:and that Aﬀection , which a Fathe 
canexpreſle to his children, What application hath bee: 
uled toreQifie Our underitanding by Reaſons , or wha 
Motives have been given to ed wade Our Aﬀections 
We kaveall the warldco judge:And then Wemuſt tel 

you 
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3 you, howſoever a Major part may binde you in matter 


'apiſts F of Opinion:We hold Qur ſelfe (and weare ſure the Lay, 
Cs of 7 andthe Conſtitution of the Kingdome hath alwaycs held 
10n to the ſame)as freeto diſſent(till Our Reaſon be convinced 
/ any forthegenerall Good ) as if you delivered no Opini- 
Upon * ON, 
. { _ForOur Journey itſelf, Thecircumſtances of your 
com. |\ Petitionare ſuch, as We know not well what anſwer to 
Wee ! return,or whether we were beſt to give any. Thar part 
ed 112 which pretends to carry reaſon with it, doth no way ſa- 
raich tisfie Us,the other , which is rather Reprehenſton and 
cel }{ Menacezthen advice, cannor ſtagger Js, Our Anſwer 
Pra. |; thereforeis, That V Veeſhall bee very glad to finde the 
noſe work of Ireland ſocafie as you ſeem to think ir, V Vhich 
and didnotſo appear by any thing knownto us, when V Ve 
Our ſent Our Meſſage, And though we will neverrefuſe, or 
CVe- be unwilling to venture Our Perſon , for the goodand 
aent ſafety of Our People; Weare not ſoweary of Ourlife, 
and as to hazard it impertinently. And therefore fince 
| to You ſeemeto havereceived Advertiſements of ſomelate 
But and great Succeſſes in that Kingdom, We will ſtay ſome 
We time to fee the event of thoſe, and not purſue this Reſo- 
_ lution, till VVe have givenyoua ſecond Notice. Butif 
r0 - we findethe miſerable Condition of Our poor Subjets 
ec ofthat Kingdom be not ſpeedily relieved, V Ve wil (with 
ode Gods afliſtance) viſit them with ſuccours, as Our parti- 
Itt- cular Creditand Intereſt can ſupply Us with, if you re- 
0- fuſe tojoyne with Us. And we doubtnot but the Leavies 
er we ſhall make.in which We will obſerve pundually the 
en former, and all other Cautions , as may telt prevent all 
at Fears and Jealouhies , and to uſeno Power but whar is 
, Legall )will be fo much to the ſatisfaRion of Our Sub- 
11 jets , as no perſon will dare preſume to reſiſt Our 
u, Commands! 


Ea. On 


will not provide for Our Security with you , nor agree 
to removeto no Other place, where there may not be the 
ſame Danzer to Us. WeexpeRted that ( ſince Wehave 
beenſo particular in the Cauſes and Grounds of-Our 
Fears ) you ſhould have ſeat Us word, that you had 
publiſhed ſuch Declarations againſt future Tumults,and 
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unfawfull Aﬀemblics > ( HE Courſes forthe 
ſuppreſſing ofthe ſeditiqusSermonsand Pamphlets,that 
Our Fears of that kinde might be laid aſide, betore you 
ſhould prefle our Return. 

Toconclude,wecould wiſh that you would (with the 
ſameſtrianeſle and ſeverity ) weigh and examine your 
ao, and Expreffionsto UJs,as you doethele yeere- 
ccive from Us:For we are very confident,that if you ex- 
amineour Rightsand Priviledges, by what onr Prede- 
ceſlours haveenjoyed:and your ownaddrefles,by the u- 
fuall Courſes of your Anceſtors: ye will finde many ex- 
{ preſhonsinthis Petition warranted onely by your own 
authority, whichindeed we forbear to take notice of, or 
togiveanfwer to, left we ſhould be tempted (inajuſt in- 
dignation) to exprefſea greater ,then weare yet 

= + 7 ON. in his time ( wehope ) 

will ſoinformrthe hearts of all our Subjects , that 

we ſhall recoverfram themiſchicfand danger 
ofthis Diſtemperzon whaſe good pleaſure 
we will wait with all patience 
and humilitie,. 
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